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Dear Mr. President, 

It is with the deepest respect that I write this letter. You are, arguably, the most powerful 
political leader on the face of the earth. By Sovereign fiat, and the free exercise of my own 
choosing, I have regularly engaged in prayer on your behalf. In this matter I am not alone, nor, 
Mr. President, are you. It is the duty of every man to render unto God what is God’s. Belief 
in a God All-Powerful, wise and good, is essential to the moral order of the World and to the 
happiness of man.1  I respect your faith in God. I appreciate your determination2 to live as a 
Christian3. I hold you in high regard, Mr. President, and with respect I pray for your wisdom, 
character and courage. 

There is no doubt; when the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. But when the 
wicked are in power, they groan.4  America needs your best Mr. President, your righteous best. I 
will continue to pray for God’s will to be done in and through you. 

May the Lord bless you, and keep you Mr. President; may the Lord make His face shine on 
you and be gracious to you.5 

· · · R e m a r k s  t o  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n · · ·

We are about the Lordship of Jesus Christ. We are about following Christ and 
learning to live under the command of God according to the Scripture. That’s why 
we are here, that is what we are about. Everyone of us, from time to time, must 
speak truth to power. And the Bible has a lot to say about that. And so today, my 
desire is that you will take a step in learning how to speak truth to power. Because 
every one of us must from time to time must do that very thing. There are people 
who have power and influence over your life and you must learn to speak truth to 
power. Every kid has to learn how to talk to their parents. Every student to their 
teachers, every athlete to their coaches. Everyone who has a job must learn to talk 
to their supervisor and their boss. And husbands you have got to learn how to talk 
to your wife. Speak truth to power. And so I am suggesting that you look in your 
program, look in the Granger notes and understand this. Here is the reality. You 
better stop and think before you say anything at all. You better stop and think. Is it 
true, is it helpful, is it important, is it necessary that you say this? 

Stop and T.H.I.N.K.

T   = True
H  = Helpful
I   = Important
N  = Necessary
K  = Kind
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When I was kid I will never forget when my mother looked at me and she 
spoke truth to me, “Mark you are getting fat, fat, fat, fat, fat. You face is fat, your 
neck is fat, fat, fat, fat, you’re getting fat.” Was it true? Was her little precious boy 
becoming portly?  Probably was, it probably was true. But come on Mom, was that 
kind?  There should have been a better way to say it. Before you ever say anything 
stop and think,” Is this even true?” And, and, is it helpful? Is it important that I say 
this? ( If it is not important don’t waste everybody’s time.) Is it necessary, does this 
need to be said? Can you say it in a kind way? I put it in your notes. I want you to 
see it because here is the reality of it. You can say the wrong thing at any time and 
it doesn’t matter. There is never a right time to say the wrong thing. That always 
misses the mark. But you can say the right thing in the wrong time. You know at 
the wrong time you can say the right thing; it’s just the wrong time to say it. And 
that usually doesn’t help. Or you can say the right thing in the wrong way and that 
doesn’t help. But the right thing said the right way at the right time has a chance. 

And so we must learn how to honor Christ, speak truth to power, in the 
right way and the right time in the right way, and we can have a chance of adding 
value… of making a contribution that is worthwhile and helpful. And some of you 
right now are thinking, “Who in the world are you to speak to the President of the 
United States? To even have the audacity to write a letter? Who do you think you 
are?” Well friend, let me back the truck up and say to you. “President Obama says 
he is a Christian.” He declares himself to be a Christian. And you may wonder about 
that and so I have given you in your Granger Notes  his testimony in his own words, 
sourced, so the veracity of that quote is reliable and true, and I want you to see, 
in his own words, he says, “I am a Christian.” Now look at me. I am a pastor. And I 
read the Bible. And pastors get to talk to Christians. So I am talkin’. 

· · · · · ·

I want to encourage you Mr. President. I don’t know if you have many encouragers, or few, 
but I offer you my support, my perspective, my honesty and my opinion as I “call ‘em like I see 
‘em.”  And, I do have an opinion.

I know you’re a big basketball fan. Me too. The difference is you can actually play and I’m 
land-locked with a two-inch-vertical-leap. Even so, I manage to keep my free throw success rate 
well above 10%. I can stand at the free throw line and sink one-out-of-ten all day long.

I was at a game recently when a ref made a bad call. It was really bad. The crowd went 
crazy but everyone calmed down when another ref overruled the call and the right outcome 
was achieved. The guy who made the bad call had simply been “out of position to make the 
call.”  Everyone knew it. He simply couldn’t make the call from where he was. He was “out of 
position to make the call.”

You’ve probably never suffered the consequences of a bad call, but I have. I was called 
for goal-tending in the 8th Grade, and we both know that’s impossible. Remember? I can’t 
jump!  I couldn’t jump up and hit the net in 8th Grade, let alone the rim. But the ref was “out of 
position to make the call” and he messed up. He should have deferred. He should have valued 
the perspective of the ref who was right on top of the play. (He saw it all. He was in the perfect 
position. He had the best perspective. He would have called the play differently, but he was 
over-ruled and disregarded.)  With the game on the line, as you can imagine, it was more than a 
bit irritating. 

No matter how large the officiating corps, you know it is the referee who controls the 
game.6  But because of their respective positions on the court from moment to moment, the 
officials don’t question the decisions made by another official. They recognize when they are 
“out of position to make the call” and they defer to one another.

I think that’s a pretty good strategy, consistently yielding the best outcomes.

Did you ever lose a game because some guy – who was “out of position to make the call” – 
made a bad call and cost you the game?  The crowd can get really ugly when they know the ref 
made a bad call, and nobody wants that!

· · · R e m a r k s  t o  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n · · ·

Now you may wonder, “Why in the world are you wasting our time talking 
about basketball?”  Look in your notes and I want you to see as I was studying the 
Bible, how do you speak truth to power. How do you help?  How do you add value?  
If you give advice and add counsel and try to make a contribution, but you make it 
in such a way that it is ignored, you have gained nothing. You’ve added no value at 
all. So part of it is not just wanting to say something, but finding a way to say it so 
that the truth is heard, so that changes can be made, you see?

After studying the Scriptures, where was the most obvious time when 
someone was speaking God’s truth to power?  And I remember when David, who 
was the king of all of Israel, was having a bad go of it. David had been a shepherd. 
He killed the giant, Goliath. He learned to use the sling and the stone when he 
was guarding his father’s sheep. And it was with the stone flung from that great 
sling that he killed the giant Goliath and won a great victory, even as a boy. Later 
he became king. As king he was a great leader. His heart was wholly devoted to 
God. But at the pinnacle of his power, David sinned. David got off the path. David 
veered away from God’s direction. Israel was a theocracy. David’s rule was law. And 
at a word, David’s orders were carried out without question. So when David was 
veering off course and God sent his prophet to speak to David,7 the prophet had to 
be thinking, “How can I possibly speak the truth for the purpose of helping David 
get back on track?”  Not just to condemn him. 
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Not to bury him. Not to end it all. But to say, “You matter. Your leadership 
matters. Get back on track. The whole nation needs you to be on track.”  How 
does a prophet say that?  How does God’s man say that to the unquestioned and 
sovereign king in a theocracy?   Come in and say, “Hey, you screwed up.” His head 
is gone. And that is the end of that. He doesn’t get the message. 

Well, the man of God knew that David had been a shepherd.  The man of God 
came to the unquestioned and sovereign king, and said, “Can I tell you a story?” A 
story, well everyone likes a story. So David lets the man of God tell a story. And he 
says, “Well, there was a shepherd. There was a man who had a lot of sheep and 
there was another man. He lived across the street and he had just one little pet 
lamb.”  Can’t you see David leaning forward on his throne?  Engaged in the story 
and thinking, “Well I was a shepherd. I had a pet lamb.” So he is in the story. God’s 
man says, “The man who had all of these sheep, he had a visitor come to his house 
and he needed to feed him. So instead of taking one of his many sheep and feeding 
his guest he went across the street, took the little pet, the only pet lamb this man 
had. And he killed his neighbor’s little pet lamb and fed it to his guest.”  And David 
hearing this story was incensed. And he said, “Well that is horrible. There should 
be punishment for this.”  And the man of God looked at the king and said, “You are 
that man.”   

The story was the vehicle for God’s truth and David repented. It was a good 
outcome. Because the story was the vehicle for the truth. 

I happen to know that our President is a basketball player. I am hoping that 
the story of referees out of position to make the call, and referees in position to 
make the call, will be a vehicle for truth. 

· · · · · ·

Mr. President, just as the referee controls the basketball game, your decisions, your rulings 
and your directives will dramatically affect America’s play during the season of your presidency. 
Whether we win or lose and how we play the game during your presidency will in large part be 
determined by your control of our policy and practice. 

Recognize others are in good position to make some calls and you’ll benefit. We all will.

Eliminate input from those “in position to make the call” and we’ll all suffer the 
consequences: you, your family and the entire nation. The truth is, Mr. President, the whole 
world stands to gain, or lose, as you control the game for the next few years.

You can call anyone, at any time, to give you opinions, and many unsolicited judgments will 
be handed you, from various and sundry sources. You won’t lack for input Mr. President, but you 

will want for wisdom. You won’t lack data, but you will long for brilliant alchemists who almost 
magically bring forth the essentials you need from the cauldron of information overload. 

You can get judgments Mr. President. You can get opinions. Make sure you get them from 
trusted and honest people who are in position to make the call. The wisdom of your advisors 
will bring you great power and increase your strength.8 Your most meaningful victories rest on 
the credibility of your advisers. Their credence drives your success.

· · · R e m a r k s  t o  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n · · ·

You may ask, “How do you know that?”  Because the Bible says so. And it is 
not just true of the President. It is true of you. I want you to look at your notes and 
see these Proverbs. 

Proverbs 20:18 (NLT) 
18 Plans succeed through good counsel; don’t go to war without wise advice. 

Proverbs 12:15 (NASB) 
15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens            
to counsel. 

Proverbs 19:20 (NASB) 
20 Listen to counsel and accept discipline, that you may be wise the rest of            
your days. 

Proverbs 1:5 (NASB) 
5 A wise man will hear and increase in learning, and a man of understanding will 
acquire wise counsel. 

· · · · · ·

Lacking omniscience, as surely as you, I admit I am “out of position to make the call” in 
many situations. From my position I am simply not very likely to see the specific resolution 
required in each situation.

I am a pastor, a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. My call is clear. I serve the same 
United Methodist Church my wife and I planted in Granger, Indiana 23 years ago. I have an 
earned doctorate and work hard to lead the congregation identified by The Church Report as, 
“One of the top fifteen most influential churches in America.” Outreach Magazine named the 
church as “One of the fastest growing churches in America,” and recognized it as “The 2nd most 
innovative church in America.” 
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So, ask me to recommend the precise number of troops we should have deployed in 
Afghanistan and I’ll say, “You can do better. I’m out of position to make that call. Ask someone 
else too.”

Ask me to explain the impact of the shadow banking system on mark-to-market and I’ll say, 
“My brother in Louisville could help you there, but I’m out of position to make that call.”

Ask me if a wall along the southern border will stifle the flow of illegal drugs coming into 
our country and I’ll say, “It’s a good thing you’ve got crime-fighting experts to help you strategize 
because I’m out of position to make that call. I’m not sure which specific plan will best stem the 
tide of illegal immigration and illegal drugs flowing into our country.”

Mr. President, whether it’s conflict resolution with Iran, Pakistan or North Korea, or analysis 
of our specific role in the United Nations, I’m out of position to make the call. 

Truth is, I’m not even sure what to tell you about speaking this weekend at Notre Dame 
University. They called you, right? It seems rude to turn them down since they’re the ones who 
extended the invitation. I mean, it was their idea, right?  But what do I know?  Even on that 
matter – so close at hand with the Notre Dame’s campus only a couple of miles away, I’m out of 
position to make the call.

I could go on and on, but you get the idea. 

I’m a pastor, a preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Ask me to help you with the physics 
of wave-turbines and how to harness the energy of the oceans’ tidal surge and I’m out of 
position to make the call.

But I am in position to offer you help in a few areas. Just as God has granted your ascent 
to the presidency, so I find myself positioned by the Lord of Life to make some calls. I am in 
position, and with the utmost respect I offer you my counsel, my considered opinion and the 
advantage of my perspective, added to your own. I can do no less. 

To withhold my contribution, and so impair your presidency when it is within my power 
to help, would be negligence – even if considered in the light of kind and favorable judgment, 
and I’d be guilty of seditious betrayal – if my reticence and withholding was measured in                  
the extreme.

So, hear these words Mr. President. I add them to the chorus clamoring for your attention. 
Weigh them. I’m in position to make these calls, but like the referee in basketball, you are in 
control of the game. 

You have no obligation to me – save those binding you to every citizen of this great nation. 
Nor must you adhere to my opinions. Your final decisions will rest with you. No other stands 
where you stand and in the final decision, whether you listen to others and heed their advice 
when you find yourself out of position to make the call, you will be judged, and your judgment 
comes both from the people you lead and the King above all kings, the Lord above all lords, 
Jesus Christ, the Savior who came from God and takes us back to God.

We will all stand before the same Righteous Judge. 

So, let me begin with the most important counsel.  Fear no man. Bow your knee to no man. 

Bow only to Jesus and fear only the God who holds eternity in the palm of His Hand. 

In humble devotion to God, love your wife the way Christ loved the Church. Stay true to 
her. In your world of unimaginable pressure, temptation and fatigue, stay true to your marriage 
covenant and vow. 

With little understanding of the challenges inherent in the practice, I beg you, Sir, attend 
to the public worship of God. Find a local church where you can hear the scriptures taught 
and consider messages preached. Join a local church where your family can participate in the 
purposes of God, and play their part in this great nation, this “city upon a hill.”9  

God has given you leadership ability.10  The church encourages you as you take your 
responsibility seriously. The Scriptures teach you to hold fast, to dream the dream of peace, to 
fuel your passion for reconciliation, restoration and peace on earth. The church reassures you 
with the sure and certain knowledge that your labor will not be in vain because you serve at the 
bequest of the Prince of Peace.

I can’t begin to comprehend the security protocols your regular church attendance 
triggers, nor can I envision the challenges faced by the congregants of that church when such a           
high-profile dignitary joins their ranks as a worshipper. Even so, my plea remains: Do not avoid 
worshiping with others,11 but recognize how your example spurs others along and encourages 
their faith. 

If it takes time to vet the pastors and churches you might wish to attend with your family, 
take the next year and visit twenty or thirty D.C. area churches. Your visits would be very well 
received. The people in those churches will be thrilled and you’ll be able to prayerfully consider 
where you’re led to participate in the years to come. Not only that, but your faithful attendance 
in worship will set a good example for other Christians. What you do matters, Mr. President. 

You will not be the first president willingly testifying to your faith in Christ through regular 
public worship as part of a local church. 

Thomas Jefferson is one president who was faithful to attend his local church (which, by 
the way, met in the House of Representatives). There is an interesting story recorded about 
Jefferson’s reasons for church attendance. The account reports that, as he walked to services 
“with his large red prayer book under his arm,” he encountered his friend, the Reverend Ethan 
Allen. Allen suggested Jefferson’s attendance baffled him, since he’d assumed Jefferson didn’t 
believe a word of it. “Sir,” replied Jefferson, “no nation has ever yet existed or been governed 
without religion. Nor can it be. The Christian religion is the best religion that has been given to 
man and I, as chief Magistrate of this nation, am bound to give it the sanction of my example. 
Good morning, Sir.”12   

Find a church Mr. President. Three out of every four Americans identify themselves              
a Christian.13  

In this belittling world of sound-bytes and Twittered one-liners, your words about 
Christianity will be quoted everywhere. So will your words about Islam. I believe your recent 
statement at the Press Conference in Turkey, that, “America is not a Christian nation,” 
confounded many.14 

Though you went on to say it’s not a Muslim nation either, that latter portion of your 
statement was lost to most hearers. You said, that we Americans “do not consider ourselves a 
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Christian nation, or a Muslim nation, but rather, a nation of citizens who are, bound by a set of 
values.”  Whatever the case may be, with three-out-of-four Americans identifying themselves a 
Christians, this might be a good time to remember; everything you say is now instant, global and 
permanent. Anything you say can be broadcast around the world – instantly. And once it’s out 
there in cyberspace, it is out there forever. So how you talk about Christianity matters. And how 
you identify the Source for the “set of values” you declare to be binding us together, matters. 

As you respect and esteem Islam, Mr. President, I implore you, do not fail to show honor 
and respect for Jesus Christ and His Church.

The Christian religion is the best religion that has been delivered and we are bound by 
Christ to give it the sanction of our example.

As you follow Christ and fulfill your duty to God and country, I implore you: Keep growing. 
Keep moving. Keep putting one foot in front of the other and fulfill your destiny. 

Recognize your own intuition and leadership gift. Your emotional intelligence is right in 
the middle of your “wheel-house,” Mr. President, and right on par with your brilliant mind. You 
have trusted your intuition and it has rarely let you down. Whether you label it “intuition,” or 
“political savvy,” the same intuition that prompted you to vote against the bill15 (protecting the 
life of infants born alive16 after attempted abortions17 fail) can be applied to the continuum of 
the current stem-cell research debate.  You said you couldn’t vote for the Illinois Born-Alive 
Infants Protection bill (SB 1082) because it opened the door to overturn Roe V. Wade. 

Well, Sir, all life is sacred. All life. Life is given by God on purpose and for His purposes!

I beg you to apply the same logic to the consequential reality of overturning legislation 
forbidding the use of embryos to harvest stem cells. Reverse your decision Mr. President. Your 
action has opened the door for embryo development to provide stem cells. Without corrective 
action, our current trajectory will take us further than we’ve a right to go. Our technology has 
outpaced our morality and I beg you to reverse your decision to allow the killing of human 
embryos – whether for research purposes or human cloning. 

Turn from this path Mr. President. From your position, you can see where it will lead. You 
see it as clearly as I see it from my position. Others see it too.18 In this case, Mr. President, we’re 
both in position to make the call. Please reconsider your plan for stem-cell research. Despite 
the current permission to only use so-called “leftover” human embryos – that is, embryos 
“scheduled to be discarded,” you are in position to make the call. You can look ahead and see 
this will lead to an industry encouraging women to sell their unborn babies for cash, those 
embryonic babies will be nurtured, developed, tested and – for those who “make the grade” 
and are deemed worthy – destroyed so their stem cells can be harvested.

 Please look for another path, Mr. President, find a way to fund research on already-existing 
stem cell lines without encouraging any further destruction of human life.

All life is sacred. God creates each person and knits us together in our mother’s womb. 
Each life is fearfully and wonderfully made. Each and every life is worth protecting.

You delivered a great line during the White House Correspondent’s Association Dinner, but 
your wife, Michelle, is not the only American who has the right to bear arms,19 Mr. President. 
Protect our nation. Don’t disarm our country and don’t disarm her citizens. You are in position 

to make the call, and as Commander in Chief of our Armed Forces, you must make the call. Take 
care that the laws are faithfully executed.20 Guard every citizen’s ability to protect life, to protect 
liberty! And defend every citizen’s Constitutional right to bear arms.

God loves you right where you are, but He loves you too much to leave you there. I believe 
your hunger for knowledge, your passion for change−sourced in the conviction that America 
can do better and we can move forward together−make progress possible. You can stay true to 
your core values and change your mind as new information flows your way.

Some will scream you lack integrity, betray them and violate trust when you change your 
mind. Not so Mr. President. A leader faced with new circumstances, who identifies better 
methods for accomplishing the mission, while maintaining the core values critical to success, is 
rare indeed. But that is your calling in this generation. This is your time and you’re legacy will 
resound from your presidency, not just your first 100 days in office.

Learn and grow Mr. President. Seek first the Kingdom of God; live with the righteousness 
God requires. God’s purpose for your life is unfolding. You are not who you will be. How you 
finish is not determined by how you begin. So it is with you, and so it was with those  
preceding you.

Consider Ronald Reagan. The final years of his presidency were devoted to dismantling 
Franklin Roosevelt’s economic legacy. But as a younger man he registered Democrat and voted 
for Roosevelt. 

Was the real Winston Churchill the brash young man in India who wanted nothing to do 
with revealed religion, or the scared prisoner of war in South Africa who reclaimed the Christian 
faith of his youth?

How about Abraham Lincoln? At one point he was willing to tolerate the horror of slavery, 
if it meant the Union could be saved. But that was early in his presidency. 

He changed. As an older man, having endured the death of a son and grim anguish of war, 
he proclaimed in his Second Inaugural Address that slavery was a national sin that God intended 
to cleanse. 

Some may cry, “flip/flop” when they hear about your decision to re-start the Bush-era 
military tribunals for a number of Guantanamo detainees….since you once denounced the 
fiercely disputed trial system. When you suspended the tribunals within hours of taking office 
last January, and ordered a review, some assumed the matter was behind you. 

You’ll rarely have the luxury of putting such matters “behind you” Mr. President. 

Even your recent decision to block the release of some classified “prisoner-of-war” 
photos21 has created a stir. But your understanding, and willingness to change your plans as new 
information enlightens the debate, makes your leadership better, not worse. 

And this is not a “sacred” or “secular” issue, as some will have you believe. They’ll say, 
“The role of government is secular,” and “the roll of the church is sacred.” But it is all sacred. 
The government and the church are both sacred instruments in the hands of God to accomplish 
different and distinct purposes. 
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So when I quote Proverbs and remind you God’s Word says, “A wise man is he who listens 
to counsel,”22 you can rest assured that God’s Word is as true of America’s sitting President – 
who is charged by God to Govern responsibly and well – as it is of any person sitting in a church 
service on the weekend.

I applaud your willingness to hold to your convictions and seek wisdom through wise 
counsel. New circumstances demand new strategies. Your willingness to listen opens wider the 
door to a GREAT America.

You may be out of position to see this, but I’m not. The people of faith, all across this 
great nation, are the ones upon whom you can depend. It is the religious teaching, training and 
purpose – engaged by communities of faith throughout America – that develops moral virtue, 
increases generosity, enlivens community and, ultimately, cares for the poor and down-trodden, 
the least and the lost among us. 

The church is not appointed by God to do what God has ordained for government to do; 
and the government can’t do what the church can do.

So, hear my call on this Mr. President. With so many people out of work and so many 
lay-offs bringing disappointment and heartache to families across America, it is time to offer 
incentives for productivity and generosity. 

Rather than taking more from those able and willing to make valuable products and 
services, offer incentives – even rewards – to encourage their ongoing efforts. Whether you 
lighten their tax burdens, or increase the deductions available to them when they generously 
donate to relieve the suffering of the poor, or you remove bureaucratic restrictions and 
regulations that inhibit the entrepreneurial spirit driving America’s innovations and creativity…I 
beg you to reign in your administration’s intrusion in the private sector.

Encourage America’s citizens to produce the greatest goods and services the world has 
ever seen. Encourage generosity. Encourage true religion, Mr. President. Encourage those who 
lead the way for America’s morality and goodness to surge forward, on a wave of kindness and 
sacrificial good deeds. 

The moral goodness I speak of, and pious work-ethic that offers dignity to every American, 
is rooted and grounded in love. It is predicated on the example and command of Almighty God. 
It is seen in Jesus Christ. And it is enhanced and empowered by the fly-wheel-effect of God’s 
ever-increasing glory.

One day God’s Kingdom will come, Mr. President. One day His will will be done, right here 
on earth, just as it is in heaven.

One day you and I will stand and give account for how we lived our lives…and we’ll be 
judged according to how we discharged our responsibilities; YOU for your leadership and 
example in doing your duty as President of the United States of America; ME for my leadership 
and example in doing my duty as a pastor, as the preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

So we have every good reason to do our best Mr. President.

And we have a sacred responsibility – you in governance, me in pastoral leadership – a 
sacred trust to shoulder the burden of responsibility to “make the call” when we’re in position 

to do so, and seek the opinions, counsel and wisdom of trusted advisors when we find ourselves 
“out of position to make the call.”

Mr. President, you have my friendship and my prayers.

May Almighty God pour His favor and provision and blessing on you and yours. And may 
the wisdom of His Truth and His Word guide you in every decision from this day forward.

Sincerely,

 
        R Mark Beeson 
        Founding Pastor, Granger Community Church
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· · · R e m a r k s  t o  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n · · · 

Let’s pray that the President will get the best Godly counsel for all  
His decisions.

Let me pray now:

God, it is a humbling thing to consider that you would charge us with 
responsibility to call each other into an accountability to your Word and your truth. 
We feel the weight of it. Everyone of us knows there are times when we are out of 
position to make the call and we ought to defer to those who are in position. They 
know your word and they know the truth. Help us trust them. 

God we want advisors in our lives. Some of us don’t have anybody in our lives 
who can make the call when we’re out of position. Please bring to us people who 
can help us. Who see from a different angle. Who see a different perspective, but 
it is your truth that they’re seeing. We pray for great advisors and counselors who 
advice and counsel according to the truth of your word. People who call for light 
and honesty, justice and righteousness and mercy and peace. Give our President 
such advisors that they might speak clearly, lovingly in a way that it can be received 
by the President of the United States. 

Lord, we don’t ask this just so America can be a great country, we never even 
personally ask for your blessing in our lives so that we can be blessed. Lord we 
know you blessed us to be a blessing so we ask, without shame, for your blessing 
on our lives so that we can bless others. And we ask without embarrassment, Lord, 
for your blessing on America so that America can bless the whole world. Help us so 
we can help others, oh God. 

Bless our President, so that under his leadership, America will in fact be “a city 
on a hill.” That this would be a city on a hill, a place of hope and help for the world. 

God help us. Be the center of all we are and all we do. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 

· · · C l o s i n g  R e m a r k s · · · 

When the man of God came to David, he didn’t come hoping David would fail, 
that he could condemn him. He came hoping he had a story that would provide a 
vehicle for truth so David could live right and do right in the eyes of God. Knowing 
the whole nation would prosper as a result. When Jesus came he didn’t come 
hoping to condemn us and bury us, with guilt and shame, hoping we would fail. 
No, He came in the vehicle of his own flesh, (the incarnation) and reached out to 
us so we could get back on track and live a life that counts. So we could make a 
difference and do what is right and good and honor God. Whenever you speak the 
truth to power, ask yourself, “What is your hope?   Do you hope to bring wrath and 
judgment that they will fail?  Or do you come with truth and hope, in a manner 
that enables them to hear it and be renewed so that they can better walk a path 
that honors God?”  Every person who is walking with God makes the whole society, 
the whole world better. The more who serve Christ, the more who walk in the light, 
the better off we all are. One day the whole world will see Jesus. And the whole 
world will know the truth. 

I am glad you were here this morning. Get some good people around you who 
can give you good advice when you are out of position to make the call. People who 
know the scriptures. People who can help you. You will be better because of it. 

Help us oh God that we will be a people asking continually for your favor 
and your blessing so that we can pass that on. Not just so that we can have your 
favor and blessing, but so that we can offer what is true and light and good and 
right to desperately needy men and women all around us. Help us oh, God. Give us 
advisors and counselors who can speak when we are out of position and they are 
in position, that they can tell us what they see. Help us, oh God, when we are in 
position. Save us from shrinking back. Help us when we are in position to make the 
call, give us the courage to make the call and present it in such a way that when we 
speak truth to power, the powerful are glad  they got the truth. Help us to that end 
I pray, In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

· · · · · ·
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· · · Endnotes · · ·

1  James Madison, Letter to Frederick Beasley, November 20, 1825. 

2  There is an admirable determination that marks all followers of Christ as they mature in their faith. Paul 
references the value of focus and resolve in his letter to the Philippians. 
Philippians 3:13-17 (The Message) - Friends, don’t get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in all of 
this, but I’ve got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward—to Jesus. 14 I’m off and running, and I’m 
not turning back. 15 So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want everything God has for us. If any of 
you have something else in mind, something less than total commitment, God will clear your blurred vision—you’ll 
see it yet!  16 Now that we’re on the right track, let’s stay on it. 17 Stick with me, friends. Keep track of those you 
see running this same course, headed for this same goal. 

3  Obama’s own words testify to his Christianity. He said, “I am a Christian, and I am a devout Christian. I 
believe in the redemptive death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. I believe that that faith gives me a path to be 
cleansed of sin and have eternal life. But most importantly, I believe in the example that Jesus set by feeding the 
hungry and healing the sick and always prioritizing the least of these over the powerful. I didn’t ‘fall out in church’ 
as they say, but there was a very strong awakening in me of the importance of these issues in my life. I didn’t want 
to walk alone on this journey. Accepting Jesus Christ in my life has been a powerful guide for my conduct and my 
values and my ideals.

There is one thing that I want to mention that I think is important. Part of what we’ve been seeing during the 
course this campaign is some scurrilous e-mails that have been sent out, denying my faith, talking about me being 
a Muslim, suggesting that I got sworn in the U.S. Senate with a Quran in my hand or that I don’t pledge allegiance 
to the flag. I think it’s really important for your readers to know that I have been a member of the same church for 
almost 20 years, and I have never practiced Islam. I am respectful of the religion, but it’s not my own. One of the 
things that’s very important in this day and age is that we don’t use religion as a political tool and certainly that we 
don’t lie about religion as a way to score political points.”  This quote is from a Christianity Today interview posted 
on January 23, 2008 by Sarah Pulliam and Ted Olsen.    
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/januaryweb-only/104-32.0.html?start=2

4  Proverbs 29:2 (New Living Translation)

5  Numbers 6:24-25 (New American Standard Bible)

6  Official Rules for Basketball Officials can be found here. http://www.hoopsvibe.com/basketball-coaching/
basketball-rules/basketball-rules---officials-their-duties-ar417.html

7   After King David’s sin, the prophet Nathan came to David (who’s mere gesture could have had Nathan 
killed) and Nathan sought to help David, to lead him to an awareness of his sin before God and to repentance. 
Nathan told David (who had been a shepherd boy, undoubtedly with pet lambs of his own) a story about a poor 
shepherd with one pet lamb. The story was the vehicle for God’s truth. 

   2 Samuel 12:1-14 (NIV)  
1 The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, one rich 
and the other poor.  
2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 
3 but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and 
his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.  
4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to 
prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor 
man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”  
5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man who did this 
deserves to die!  
6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king 
over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul.  
8 I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and 
Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more.  

9 Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with 
the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.  
10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’  
11 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very 
eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in  
broad daylight.  
12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’” 
13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. 
You are not going to die.  
14 But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the Lord show utter contempt, the son born to you 
will die.” 

Question:  How well must you know someone to be effective with this style of communication?

8  Proverbs 24:5-6 (New International Version)  
5 A wise man has great power, and a man of knowledge increases strength; 6 for waging war you need guidance, and 
for victory many advisers. 

9  John Winthrop’s words exhorted Puritans on his five-ship flotilla that crossed the Atlantic in 1630 to build 
a “Bible Commonwealth.”   Read his words: 
 
“Now the only way to avoid this shipwreck, and to provide for our posterity, is to follow the counsel of Micah, to do 
justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God. For this end, we must be knit together, in this work, as one man. 
We must entertain each other in brotherly affection. We must be willing to abridge ourselves of our superfluities, 
for the supply of other’s necessities. We must uphold a familiar commerce together in all meekness, gentleness, 
patience, and liberality. We must delight in each other; make other’s condition our own; rejoice together, mourn 
together, labor and suffer together, always having before our eyes our commission and community in the work, as 
members of the same body. So shall we keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. The Lord will be our God, 
and delight to dwell among us, as his own people, and will command a blessing upon us in all our ways. So that we 
shall see much more of his wisdom, power, goodness and truth, than formerly we have been acquainted with. We 
shall find that the God of Israel is among us, when ten of us shall be able to resist a thousand of our enemies; when 
he shall make us a praise and a glory, that men shall say of succeeding plantations, ‘The Lord make it likely that of 
New England.’ For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all people are upon us. 

So that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, and so cause him to withdraw his 
present help from us, we shall be made a story and a by-word throughout the world. We shall open the mouths 
of enemies to speak evil of the ways of God, and all professors for God’s sake. We shall shame the faces of many 
of God’s worthy servants, and cause their prayers to be turned into curses upon us till we be consumed out of the 
good land whither we are ageing. 

I shall shut up this discourse with that exhortation of Moses, that faithful servant of the Lord, in his last farewell 
to Israel (Deuteronomy 30). Beloved, there is now set before us life and good, death and evil, in that we are 
commanded this day to love the Lord our God, and to love one another, to walk in his ways and to keep his 
commandments and his ordinance and his laws, and the articles of our Covenant with him, that we may live and be 
multiplied, and that the Lord our God may bless us in the land whither we go to possess it. But if our hearts shall 
turn away, so that we will not obey, but shall be seduced, and worship and serve other Gods, our pleasure and 
profits, and serve them; it is propounded unto us this day, we shall surely perish out of the good land whither we 
pass over this vast sea to possess it; therefore let us choose life that we, and our seed may live, by obeying his voice 
and cleaving to him, for he is our life and our prosperity.”  
Source: The Penguin Book of Historic Speeches. MacArthur, Brian, ed. Penguin Books, 1996. 

10  Romans 12:8 (New Living Translation)  -  If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, 
give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for 
showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 

11  Hebrews 10:24-25 (The Message)  -  Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping 
out, not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on…
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12  Hutson, James H. Religion and the Founding of the American Republic. Washington: Library of Congress, 
1998. Page 96.

13  Gallup’s recent survey on religious trends in America contains this quote: “The percentage of Americans 
who identify with some form of a Christian religion has been dropping in recent decades, and now stands at 
77%, according to an aggregate of Gallup Polls conducted in 2008. In 1948, when Gallup began tracking religious 
identification, the percentage who were Christian was 91%.”   
Quoted -  http://www.gallup.com/poll/117409/Easter-Smaller-Percentage-Americans-Christian.aspx

14  How should we define a “Christian” nation?  Even our first settlers declared their sole purpose in 
establishing this society we for “the Glory of God and the advancement of the Christian Faith.”  Who can imagine 
what they did? How remarkable that a hundred Christians did this incredible thing; they decide to carry the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the New World, crossed a cold and turbulent ocean and sailed for the Glory of God. Their 
Mayflower Compact, a written agreement composed by a consensus of the new settlers arriving at New Plymouth 
in November of 1620, reads:  “In the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects 
of our dread Sovereign Lord, King James, by the Grace of God, of England, France and Ireland, King, Defender of 
the Faith, etc. Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour 
of our King and Country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia; do by these presents, 
solemnly and mutually in the Presence of God and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves together into 
a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid; And by Virtue 
hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from 
time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the General good of the Colony; unto which we 
promise all due submission and obedience. In Witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape 
Cod the eleventh of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord, King James of England, France and Ireland, the 
eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini, 1620.” 

15  What follows is the complete text of the Illinois Born-Alive Infants Protection bill (SB 1082) after it was 
amended, on March 13, 2003, in the committee chaired by state Senator Barack Obama.  The committee then 
voted 6-4 to kill this bill, with Chairman Obama voting to kill it. The amended bill, as shown below, was virtually 
identical to the federal Born-Alive Infants Protection Act that was enacted in 2002.

AN ACT concerning infants who are born alive.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois, represented in the General Assembly: 
  
Section 5. The Statute on Statutes is amended by adding Section 1.36 as follows: (5 ILCS 70/1.36 new)

Sec. 1.36. Born-alive infant.

(a) In determining the meaning of any statute or of any rule, regulation, or interpretation of the various 
administrative agencies of this State, the words “person”, “human being”, “child”, and “individual” include every 
infant member of the species homo sapiens who is born alive at any stage of development.

(b) As used in this Section, the term “born alive”, with respect to a member of the species homo sapiens, means 
the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of that member, at any stage of development, who after that 
expulsion or extraction breathes or has a beating heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of 
voluntary muscles, regardless of whether the umbilical cord has been cut and regardless of whether the expulsion 
or extraction occurs as a result of natural or induced labor, cesarean section, or induced abortion.

(c) Nothing in this Section [the bill] shall be construed to affirm, deny, expand, or contract any legal status or legal 
right applicable to any member of the species homo sapiens at any point prior to being born alive as defined in  
this Section. 
 
Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon becoming law.

16   Jill Stanek was interviewed on the O’Reilly Factor about her experience as an RN at Christ Hospital in Oak 
Lawn, IL, holding a live aborted baby. Bill O’Reilly was uncharacteristically speechless a couple times throughout, 
which may be why he chose to replay this as one of his five highlights of the year on December 28, 2000. Watch 
the YouTube video here. Christhttp://www.jillstanek.com/archives/2007/09/stanek_on_the_o.html

17  This is in reference to: Illinois Born-Alive Infants Protection bill (SB 1082).

18  Ten members of the President’s Council on Bioethics said in a March 25, 2009 statement:

What researchers most desire, in fact, are not spare IVF embryos but cloned embryos, produced in order to 
study disease models. The funding decision announced by the president on March 9 will encourage such cloning. 
Nor should we be reassured that, at the same time, the president opposed “the use of cloning for human 
reproduction.” If cloned embryos are produced, they may be implanted and gestated. To prevent that, it will be 
necessary, as we noted in Human Cloning and Human Dignity, “to prohibit, by law, the implantation of cloned 
embryos for the purpose of producing children. To do so, however, the government would find itself in the 
unsavory position of designating a class of embryos that it would be a felony not to destroy.” We cannot believe 
that this would advance our society’s commitment to equal human dignity. 
http://www.thehastingscenter.org/Bioethicsforum/Post.aspx?id=3298

19  Obama said this at the Journalists’ Dinner: “First lady Michelle Obama also attended, wearing a sleeveless 
fuchsia gown and a bold necklace. Her husband gibed that she was helping to bridge divides in the nation, including 
‘the right to bare arms.’” – Richard Leiby of the Washington Post, May 10, 2009.

20  Article 2 Section 3 of the U.S. Constitution includes this in the list of responsibilities that fall to the 
President: “he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed.”

21  President Barack Obama will restart Bush-era military tribunals for a small number of Guantanamo 
detainees, reviving a fiercely disputed trial system he once denounced but with new legal protections for terror 
suspects, U.S. officials said Thursday.

Obama suspended the tribunals within hours of taking office in January, ordering a review but stopping short of 
abandoning President George W. Bush’s strategy of prosecuting suspected terrorists. 
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=7591057

22  Proverbs 12:15 (NASB77) The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But a wise man is he who listens  
to counsel. 
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